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The hills are alive with the sound of Mushrooms
Pop, Pop, Pop, Pop, Pop

Mushroom season is upon us already.  Based
on early reports from the coast and central Oregon,
this could be a bumper year for the fungus we love to
eat.  Not just early varieties, but many of the mid-
season fungus have begun showing up.

This phenomena is occurring not only in
Oregon.  Many areas are reporting early and large
fruitings of Chanterelles, lobsters and various
boletaceae.  In southern Maine, where they had a wet
summer, flushes started in early August.  On the
Long Beach Peninsula, across the Columbia from
Astoria in Washington, the season is in full bloom.

It’s time to get out there and get started.
Those mushrooms are not going to pick, cook and eat
themselves!  This year, in addition to the usual safety
gear, compass, whistle, watch, appropriate cloth,
water, map, and buddy, you might consider ear plugs,
the sound of those mushrooms popping up can be
deafening.

Happy hunting!

Changes, Changes, Changes

This, the first newsletter of the year contains
this season’s list and tentative dates for forays.  This
years, CMS has instituted a new policy concerning
forays.  In order to encourage membership and
provide a real benefit to members, forays are now
members only.   You can bring a friend, but please
encourage them to join.  We will have membership
forms available at the forays.  

Check out our new and improved WEB SITE:
www.cascademyco.org.  It is awesome!  Thanks go
to Grace and Seth, our web gurus.  We have anointed
Seth as our Technical Advisor.  You can always get
updated information about forays, speakers, and

membership forms.  If you’ve never visited the site,
you should check it out.  If you haven’t visited in a
while, the new site is a real improvement.

Speaking of changes, at the July Board
meeting we elected the following officers:

President: Dean Johnston
V-P: Michele Piastro
Tres: Dave Thomas
Sec: Matthew Johnson

We also (re)appointed the following:

Foray coordinator: Chris Melotti
Speakers: Molly Widmer
Membership: Grace Pugh
Newsletter Ed.: Matthew Johnson

We’d like to thank the following for their
hard work and years of dedication to making CMS
what it is today. Cheshire Mayrsohn, as
membership chair and Chris Melotti, as treasurer,
both served in these position forever and did great
jobs.  Joe Spivack, who stepped in last year on short
notice to fill Kyle’s shoes as speaker coordinator.
Joe remains a member of the Board and continues to
provide help to the current coordinator and is this
month’s speaker. He will lead a foray or two this
season as well.

Sylvia Allen Johnson after a successful truffle hunt.
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Forays, Forays, Forays 

Following is this season’s tentative Foray schedule:
1. Sun., Oct. 12, 2008
2. Sat., Oct 18, 2008

Sun., Oct 26, 2008 Mushroom Show
3. Sat., Nov. 1, 2008 (possibly Sunday)
4. Feb., day TBA (Before Fungal Feast)
5. Spring, date TBA Moral/Truffle hunt

This years CMS has instituted a new policy
to limit forays to CMS members only.

Participants on all trips will be asked to sign a
standard waiver form.  To save time, you can
download the waiver from our web site
(www.casdademyco.org) print, sign, and bring it on the
foray.  You can also download a PDF copy of our
edibility guidelines (It is a good idea to be familiar
with them before you go).  We usually meet at the
South Eugene High School NE parking lot @ 8:45 am.
Check the web site to confirm or call 505-6754.

Equipment and Gear needed: 
*Always be prepared for wet conditions.
*Most Important: A watch to keep track of the time.
*Rain gear, waterproof boots/shoes and a change of
clothes and socks.
*Mushroom Basket, Pocket Knife, and/or soft brush
for wiping mushrooms clean.
*Identification Books (optional, there will be
identification on site),
*Lunch and some sweets or snacks that will give you
energy to last through the day.
*A partner to survey with and help keep track of time
(can be assigned at foray).
* Whistle, compass, matches, water, and kitchen sink.

Mushroom Picking Permits:
You should always check with all the federal

agencies on whose lands you may pick before the
beginning of each mushroom season to find out what
the latest regulations are.  If you are not picking on
federal lands, make sure that you have the correct type
of permission from the landowner.

Classes, Classes, Classes

Lane Community College Offers
Two Mushroom Classes 

BI 103H General Biology-Mushrooms 
Mon. & Wed. 2:30pm - 5:20pm (CRN # 20658) 
Mon. & Wed. 6:00pm - 8:50pm (CRN # 20660) 
Instructor: Marcia Peeters (aka Mushroom
Princess)

Through field, classroom, and laboratory
work this course will help students identify and
develop an understanding of mushroom evolution,
structure, function and place in the ecology of the
areas we study.

Required Saturday or Sunday trips to the
Cascades and Central Oregon Coast are included in
the field work, as well as working on the Mt.
Pisgah Arboretum/Cascade Mycological Society
Mushroom Festival.  Register through Lane
Community College.

Siskiyou Field Institute Class

     November 7th, 8th & 9th, 2008
     Taught by:  David Lebo
     Deer Creek Center, Selma, OR and Oregon/    
 California Coast $$ Naturalist Certificate
     Tuition: $ 140 $$ Course Code: MUS8

Learn about the biology, ecology, and field
identification of mushrooms.  Investigate edible as
well as poisonous mushrooms of the Pacific
Northwest.  Prowl the Illinois Valley for
mushrooms on Friday.  On Saturday, drive the
scenic Smith River Gorge, scout for mushrooms in
the redwoods and along the Oregon Coast, and
spend the night at the Redwood Youth Hostel
(lodging included).  On Sunday, continue
shrooming along the coast and inland.  Beginners
and the fungi-literate are welcome.  Go to the Deer
Creek Center on the Siskiyou Field Institute web
site for more info. @ www.thesfi.org.
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General Meetings/Speakers
The Cascade Mycological Society holds

monthly general meetings, open to the public, with
scheduled speakers on mushroom related topics.  These
meetings are the second Thursday of each month from
September through May.

We try to provide a broad range of topics.  In
the past speakers have addresses such themes as
finding and identifying common edibles, dying with
mushrooms, cooking with mushrooms, and growing
mushrooms.  We have also had presentations on
lichens, rusts, and advanced mushroom identification.
We try to provide a range of topics and levels of
technical expertise.

This month’s speaker is Board member Joe
Spivack.  He will talk about common wild edible
mushrooms of the PNW, the ecology of local edible
mushrooms, where and how to find and how to cook
and preserve them. September 11th 2008. LCC
campus, Building 16, Room 115. 7:00pm.

Next month, October 9, 2008, is the annual
Identifest.  Local experts will be on hand to identify
your mushrooms and help you learn how you can
identify mushrooms on your own.  

You can meet and talk with others about what
is coming up and where.  This is a popular and well
attended meeting affording everyone a chance to learn
a lot about mushroom identification.  LCC campus,
Building 16, Room 115. 7:00pm. Go to
www.cascademyco.org for more information.

  Hope to see you all there.

CMS Info:

President: Dean Johnston
Vice President: Michel Piastro
Secretary: Matthew Johnson
Treasurer: Dave Thomas
Members at large:  Joe Spivack 

Meredith Allen
Grace Pugh
Seth Miller
Trudy Earls

Newsletter editor: Matthew Johnson
Foray Coordinator: Chris Melotti
Website: Seth Miller
Membership Chair:  Grace Pugh

This is  the newsletter of Cascade
Mycological Society. It is published four or five
times a year, on a mycologically oriented schedule
so expect them in late summer, fall, winter and
spring. 

PLEASE send articles, poems, drawings,
announcements and corrections to Matthew
Johnson at  intrepids2003@yahoo.com

CMS is a non-profit under 501(c)(3).
Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent
allowed under the law.

MEMBERSHIP
If you have any questions about your

membership, contact Grace Pugh at
webmaster@cascademyco.org or 505-7654.

Don’t forget to check out our website:
cascademyco.org.  And log on to the FORUM to
find out what’s the latest on who’s finding what
and where.
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Cascade Mycological Society www.cascademyco.org
P.O. Box 110
Eugene, Oregon 97440

Mail completed form and check/money order to: Cascade Mycological Society
P. O. Box 110
Eugene, OR  97440
www.cascademyco.org

‘‘‘‘ Oyster (Senior/Student/low income)  $ 10
‘‘‘‘ Chanterelle (Regular)   $ 15
‘‘‘‘ Morel (Family)    $ 30
‘‘‘‘ King (or Queen) Bolete (Sustaining)  $ 50
‘‘‘‘ Horn of Plenty (Life)  $ 300 
‘‘‘‘ Matsutake (Business/Agency) $ 100

Please make checks out to the Cascade Mycological Society.  Thank you! 
Name(s)____________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________
City____________________________  State__________________zip____________
E- Mail_____________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________________________________________________ 
Is this a renewal?________ (thanks) new membership?_________ (welcome!) 
Change of address?___________ 


